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CONSTITUTION
OF
CAMBODIAN BAPTIST CHURCH OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS

PREAMBLE

For the more certain preservation and security of the principles of our faith, and to the end that
this body may be governed in an orderly manner, and for the purpose of preserving the liberties
inherent in each individual member of Cambodian Baptist Church of Fort Worth, Texas (the
Church) and the freedom of action of this body with respect to its relation to other churches of
like faith and order, we do declare and establish these Bylaws.

ARTICLE I
NAME AND i’URPOSE
SECTION1 NAME
THE NAME OF THE CHURCH SHALL BE:
CAMBODIAN BAPTIST CHURCH OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS
SECTION 2 PURPOSE

The Church is formed to support public worship and to proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus Christ through such ministries as may be determined by the Church. Our
purpose is to be a dynamic church empowered by the Holy Spirit to worship and
glorify our Savior; witness and minister to the lost; disciple and serve the body at
Cambodian Baptist Church; reach and involve the unchurched and inactive
Christians; and encourage and support missions.

ARTICLE I
STATEMENT OF BASIC BELIEFS

We affirm the Holy Bible as the inspired Word of God and the basis for our beliefs. This church
subscribes to the doctrinal statement of The Baptist Faith and Message as adopted by the
Southern Baptist Convention in 1963. We voluntarily band our selves together as a body of
baptized believers in Jesus Christ, personally committed to sharing the good news of salvation to
lost mankind. The ordinances of the church are believer's baptism and the Lord's Supper.
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ARTICLE IIT
CHURCH COVENANT

Having been led by the Spirit of God to believe upon and receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and
Savior, and upon profession of faith, having been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do now in the presence of God and this assembly most solemnly
and joyfully enter into covenant with one another as one body in Christ.

Therefore, we covenant, by the power of the Holy Spirit to walk together in Christian love; to
strive for the advancement of this church in wisdom, knowledge and holiness; to promote its
spiritual health and well being; to sustain its worship, ordinances, doctrines, and discipline; to
contribute cheerfully and with grateful hearts to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the
church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nations.

We covenant to maintain family and personal devotions, to educate our children in the Christian
faith, and to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances.

We covenant to exercise Christian care and watchfulness over each other, and faithfully wam
and admonish one another as the Holy Spirit leads us. We shall share in each other's joys, and
endeavor with Christ-like love and tenderness to bear each other's burdens and sorrows. We
resolve to aid others when they are in distress.

In our relationships we covenant to be Christ-like and endeavor to be courteous in speech, slow
to take offense, and always eager for reconcihiation.

We covenant to share our faith with others by example, teaching, and witnessing so that through
Christ they might also receive salvation.

We covenant not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together and not to omit the great duty
of prayer. A

We covenant that when we re move from this place we will, as soon as possible, unite with some
other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God's Word.
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BYLAWS
OF

CAMBODIAN BAPTIST CHURCH OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS

SECTION 1

SECTION 2

ARTICLE I
CHURCH GOVERNMENT AND MEMBERSHIP
GOVERNMENT

This sovereign Baptist Church under the Lordship of Jesus Christ retains unto
itself the exclusive right to temporal life of this Church. The membership receives
the exclusive right to determine who shall be members of this Church and the
condition of such membership. This Church is a democracy, its authority vested
in its members, as set forth herein. The Church is subject to the control of no
other ecclesiastical body, but enjoys mutual counsel and cooperation with other
churches of like faith and order.

CANDIDACY

Any person may become a candidate for membership in the Church. All
candidates desiring to become members of the Church shall be presented to the
Church for election to membership at any regular Church service for membership
in any of the following ways:

(1) By profession of faith and for Baptism according to the policies of this
Church.

(2) By promise of a letter of recommendation from another Baptist Church.

(3) By restoration upon a statement of prior conversion experience and Baptism
in a Baptist Church where no letter is obtainable.

(4) By statement of faith and prior Baptism by immersion after review by the
Pastor and Deacons.

Should there be any dissent as to any candidate becoming a member of the

Church, the affirmative vote of three-fourths of those Church members present at
the Church service shall be required to elect such candidate to membership.
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SECTION 3 CLASSES OF MEMBERS

SECTION 4

(1)
(2)

(3)

G

(5)

(6)

There shall be two classes of members of the Church.

The first class of members shall be referred to as the "active members.”
The names of the members of this class shall be put on the active
membership roll. This class shall consist of all initial members of the
Church as of the date of these Bylaws who are actively involved in the
Church, as that term is defined herein, and all members admitted hereafter
from time to time, unless such members are transferred to the inactive
membership roll.

The second class of members shall be referred to as the "inactive
members.” The names of the members of this class shall be put on the
inactive membership roll. This class shall consist of those members who
once were members on the active membership roll, but whose names are
transferred from the active membership roll to the inactive membership
roll by the Membership Committee when those members are not "actively
involved" in the Church.

The Membership Committee shall annually, or as the need arises, inspect
the active membership roll and identify those members on said roll who
have not been "actively involved” in the Church within the last twelve
months. Upon identification of those members, the Membership
Committee shall transfer those members from the active membership roll
to the inactive membership roll. The determination by the Membership
Committee to transfer a member from the active membership roll to the
inactive membership roll shall be final and conclusive, subject to Article
I1, Section 3(6).

In order to be determined by the Membership Committee to be "actively
involved” in the Church, a member must have attended a regular or special
service of the Church or have made a substantiated contribution to the
Church, within the last twelve months.

Any member whose name appears on the inactive membership roll may
request that his or her name be transferred to the active membership roll
by making such request to the Membership Committee after becoming
"actively involved" in the Church again. Such transfer to the active
membership roll shall be made by the Membership Committee effective
thirty days after the request if the Membership Committee is able to
confirm that the member has become "actively involved" in the Church

again.

RIGHTS OF MEMBERS
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(1)  Every member of the Church who is on the active membership roll is
entitled to vote at all elections and on all questions submitted to the
Church in conference, provided the member is present or special provision
has been made by the Church for absentee balloting. Members of the
Church on the inactive membership roll are not entitled to vote.
Cumulative voting shall not be allowed on any matter to be voted upon.

(2) Every member of the Church on the active membership roll is eligible for
consideration by the membership as candidates for elective offices in the
Church. Members on the inactive membership roll are not eligible for
such consideration.

(3)  Every member of the Church may participate in the ordinances of the
Church as administered by the Church.

TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP

Membership shall be terminated in the following ways: (1) death of the member,
(2) dismission to another Baptist church, (3) exclusion by action of this Church,
or (4) erasure upon request or proof of membership in a church of another
denomination.

EXCLUSION OF A MEMBER

Should a member become an offense to the Church by reason of immoral or
unchristian conduct, or by denying acceptance of fundamental doctrines of the
Church, it shall be the responsibility of the Membership Committee to take steps
to resolve the offense in accordance with Matthew 18:15-20. If the Membership
Committee determines exclusion of the member becomes necessary, after due
personal notice and hearing in private by the Membership Committee and after
faithful efforts have been made to bring such member to repentance, membership
may be withdrawn upon recommendation of the Membership Committee, and
upon the vote of the majority of the members present at a regular business
meeting to approve the recommendation of the Membership Committee. The
basis for the recommendation of the Membership Committee shall not be required
to be made officially public, announced in public, or disclosed to the general
Church membership or the general public.

The Church may restore to membership any person previously excluded, upon
request of the excluded person, and after the excluded person has met with the
Membership Committee and indicated such person's repentance, upon
recommendation of the Membership Committee and by a majority vote of the
Church members present at a regular business meeting to approve said
recommendation.
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SECTION 1

CHURCH OFFICERS

The officers of this Church shall be the Pastor, the Ministerial staff, the Deacons,
a Moderator, a Clerk, a Treasurer, and Trustees.

(1)

PASTOR

The Pastor is responsible for leading the Church to function as a New
Testament church. The Pastor will lead the congregation, the
organizations, and the Church staff to perform their tasks.

The Pastor is leader of pastoral ministries in the Church. As such he works
with the Deacons and Church staff to: (1) lead the Church in the
achievement of its mission, (2) proclaim the Gospel to believers and
unbelievers, and (3) care for the Church’'s members and other per- sons in
the community.

A Pastor shall be chosen and called by the Church whenever a vacancy
occurs. The election shall take place at a meeting called for that purpose,
of which at least one week’s public notice has been given.

A Pastor Selection Committee shall seek out a suitable Pastor, and its
recommendation will constitute a nomination. Any Church member has
the privilege of making other nominations according to the policy
established by the Church. The Committee shall bring to the consideration
of the Church only one name at a time. Election shall be by ballot, an
affirmative vote of three-fourths of those present being necessary for
approval. The Pastor, thus elected, shall serve until the relationship is
terminated by his relinquishment or the Church's declaration as
hereinbelow provided.
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